
Joint ACC/CFAR Pilot Grant Opportunity in AIDS Malignancies 
 
Release Date: July 15, 2019 
Due Date: September 1, 2019 
Funding Start Date: November 1, 2019 
Funding Level: $80,000 for one year*. We expect to award one project. 
 
HIV-infected individuals have an increased incidence of both AIDS-defining cancers (ADC) and non-AIDS 
defining cancers (NADC).  Some ADC such as Kaposi’s sarcoma have decreased significantly in the 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) era, while others including B cell lymphomas and HPV-associated malignancies 
(cervical and anal cancer) remain markedly higher than in the HIV-uninfected population despite ART 
treatment.  Similarly, the incidences of NADC (including but not limited to lung cancer, hepatocellular 
carcinoma, and Hodgkin’s lymphoma) are also increased compared with non-HIV-infected populations even in 
the setting of ART.  Malignancies now account for nearly 30% of deaths in HIV+ people, and this excess 
burden affects both high-income and resource-limited regions of the world.  The reason(s) for and best 
approach to this HIV/Cancer syndemic are poorly understood.  Because of its clinical importance, the NCI has 
a keen interest in funding for this area of research. 
  
The Abramson Cancer Center (ACC) and the Penn Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) are requesting 
applications for pilot studies that will address the mechanisms, pathogenesis, epidemiology, treatment, 
outcomes, and/or other topics relevant to AIDS Malignancies.  The goal is to provide pilot funding that will 
serve as a basis for further investigations and grant applications in the topic.  The focus may be basic, 
epidemiology, clinical or translational, may target ADC and/or NADC, and if clinical can focus on either 
domestic or international populations.  Importantly, applications must address the overlapping area of 
malignancies and HIV infection; proposals that focus on one aspect without integration with the other will not 
be considered. Collaborations between members of the ACC and Penn CFAR are strongly encouraged. 
  
Awards will be for 1 year and applications may request up to $80,000 in support.  

 
*Sources of funding are the Cancer Center Support Grant (CCSG) and the Center for AIDS Research (CFAR). 
The CCSG parent cycle ends on November 30, 2020, and therefore, projects must be spent out by the end of 
the CCSG project period. No extensions will be granted. 
 
All publications resulting from this award must acknowledge the CCSG (P30 CA016520) and the CFAR (P30 
AI045008). 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
The PI must have their primary faculty appointment at a School within the University of Pennsylvania; CFAR 
members at other CFAR institutions are eligible to apply as part of an MPI application with Penn 
faculty. Anyone interested in applying should contact Cecilia Scavelli (cecilia2@upenn.edu) to confirm 
eligibility of the PI for this dual-Center pilot grant mechanism. 
 

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
Proposal due date: September 1, 2019 
 
Please email proposals to Jennifer McGuire (rjen@upenn.edu) as a single PDF file. 
 
A complete proposal must include: 

• Investigator Information and Signature (see following page) 
• 1/2 page for Abstract 
• 1/2 page for Specific Aims 
• Four pages maximum for Preliminary Data (if any), Significance, Innovation, and Approach 
• One page max for references (no appendices allowed) 
• Budget and budget justification (direct costs only; no faculty salary support allowed) 
• NIH Biosketch of PI(s) 
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Please use Arial 11 single-spaced font, with ½ inch margins all around. 
 
Project start date: November 1, 2019 
 
 
For scientific-related questions, please contact: Ron Collman, MD, Director, Penn Center for AIDS 
Research, collmanr@pennmedicine.upenn.edu  
 
For administrative-related questions, please contact: Cecilia Scavelli, Associate Director for Research 
Administration, Abramson Cancer Center, cecilia2@upenn.edu 
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INVESTIGATOR INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE 
 
Name and Degree(s):  
Research Program:  
Title/Position:  
Department:  
Institution:  
Campus Address:  
Telephone:  
E-mail:  
  
Co-PI Name and 
Degree(s):  
Co-PI Research 
Program:  
Co-PI Title/Position:  
Co-PI Department:  
Co-PI Institution:  
Co-PI Campus Address:  
Co-PI Telephone:  
Co-PI E-mail:  
 
RFA Title:  
 
Project Title:  

 
 
Authorizing Signatures 
 
CONTACT PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  I certify that the information contained in this application is accurate 
and complete as of this date. I agree to accept responsibility for scientific and technical conduct of this project 
and for provision of required progress reports if a grant is awarded as a result of this application. If an award is 
made as a result of this proposal, I will administer it in accordance with the policies of the sponsor and my 
institution. 
 
PI Signature: _________________________________________________  Date:  ____________________ 
 
DEPARTMENT CHAIR: The attached application is approved. It is within the total program and academic 
objectives of the Department. Adequate space is available for the conduct of the project. The scope of 
research described herein is realistic. The information contained in the proposal is accurate and correct to the 
best of my knowledge. 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Department Chair Signature: _____________________________________  Date:  ___________________ 
  



 

ABSTRACT, SPECIFIC AIMS, AND RESEARCH NARRATIVE 
Five pages total. 
 

REFERENCES 
One page max. 
 

PROJECT BUDGET AND BUDGET JUSTIFICATION 
Awards are for direct costs only. Faculty salary support is not permitted. 
 

NIH BIOSKETCHES 
Please use current NIH format. 
 


